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Donate To
Habitat!

You can help your 
community and receive a 

dollar-for-dollar tax credit 
when you donate cash to 

Verde Valley Habitat for 
Humanity.

You can also donate all or part 
of your Real Estate to Habitat 

and receive a tax deductible 
donation letter.

Go Green! 
Ask that we send you this 

newsletter in PDF format to your 
email account. You’ll help us save 

money and trees! Call us at 
(928) 649-6788 and make the choice

to go green.

Name our Newsletter!
Next year we’ll be rolling out a 

new look and a new name for our 
newsletters. Submit your ideas to 

info@vvhabitat.org



NOW IS THE TIME!
Benefit the entire community by 
giving to the charity of your choice 
and receive a dollar-for-dollar tax 
credit.

The number and the needs of the less fortunate in the Verde Valley are 
growing. Men and women who have been able to take care of themselves 
and their families in the past have lost their jobs, their savings, their homes 
and their health-care coverage.

You can help!
If you donate to a qualifying charitable organization in Arizona by Dec. 31, 
you can claim a tax credit for 2011 that reduces dollar for dollar what you 
pay in state income tax.  Verde Valley Habitat for Humanity is a qualifying 
non-profit organization.

Couples who file jointly can reduce their state taxes by up to $400; individu-
als or head of household filers can claim a tax credit of up to $200. The 
money you would otherwise pay in taxes can benefit your community 
through the organizations that you choose!
It’s easy!
 
To take advantage of this tax credit:
1) You must give to an organization that serves the working poor. Verde 
Valley Habitat for Humanity qualifies!
2) You must itemize your deductions in the taxable year.
3) Prepare your taxes, itemizing your charitable contributions. Complete AZ 
Form 321 and include it with your state tax forms.
 
More information can be found at the 
Arizona Department of Revenue website (www.azdor.gov) or by calling Tax 
Payer Assistance at (602) 255-3381 or (800) 352-4090

And, please let us know if your donation is eligible for employer matching.  
Every dollar helps us Build Hope, by Building Homes.
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YOUR TAXES CAN BUILD HOMES

Contact Us:
Mail: P.O. Box 2515
 Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Visit: 737 S Main St
 Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Call: (928) 649-6788

Email:  info@vvhabitat.org



FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR GAYLE DURKIN
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When my daughters were all growing up my calendar 
year was based on their school year with summer 
having the luxury of fewer schedules to keep. 

Well, my daughters are now grown, married and I 
even have grandchildren. As the seasons of our lives 
change, my calendar flies by faster every year, as I 
am sure yours does too. 2011 is but a “flash” as I 
look back. The bright spot of that “flash” is that our 
affiliate gets stronger every day because of so many 
determined and committed people.  

To our staff, Board of Directors, volunteers and so many members of the 
community that have worked so hard to get us here I say “Thank You” from my 
heart. Your support is what is making us realize our goal of building 1 to 3 
homes in 2012 and placing deserving, qualified families in those homes.

I love a new year! As you look ahead to your new year I am asking you to 
consider two possibilities. First, become involved with Verde Valley Habitat for 
Humanity as a volunteer, committee member or Board member. Or, second, 
make Verde Valley Habitat for Humanity your year end contribution for tax 
purposes knowing you will help us grow and continue our mission.

My wish for this Holiday season and the New Year is for everyone to have a 
warm, safe place to rest their head at the end of a busy day and feel the love, 
peace and comfort family and home brings to us.
 
Yours in abundance,

Gayle Durkin
Gayle Durkin
Executive Director

Win a $150 ReStore Gift Certificate!

Habitat for Humanity is sponsoring an essay 
contest called “What Does Home Mean to Me?”

The contest is very simple. Write a short (50 
words or less) essay about what home means to 
you and submit it by at 5:00PM December 7th.

Visit www.vvhabitat.org for details.

Gayle Durkin
Executive Director



FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
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Well things are moving ahead.  Gayle Durkin, our Executive 
Director, is getting settled in and has a good grasp of things.  
ReStore sales have doubled since a year ago, and our pickups 
have increased three- or four-fold.  To support this added 
workload, we recently hired a part-time driver as our small 
staff was being overwhelmed in a good way.  We continue to 
receive great donated furniture, appliances and other 
materials for reuse in the communities we service.  We are 
adding volunteers and organizing committees that have been 
inactive for over a year.  And, we are in the process of 
obtaining a lot in Rimrock for future construction.  At our 
last Board meeting on November 9th, there were some new 
faces around the conference table.  So from my perspective things are looking up.

Since March of 2010, your Verde Valley Habitat for Humanity has been in some disarray.  
I am not going to go into the particulars, but the result is that we have not been active in 
building or refurbishing houses.  That is all changing as we approach the Christmas 
Season for 2011 and the New Year of 2012.  We have new faces around our new location, 
committees are forming, and we are serious in moving on to House Number 12 (#12), in 
2012.  But to do this we need help.  We cannot do this without assistance from those able 
and willing to give some time and talent to get involved with our communities.

Before we can start construction, we need an active Family Selection and Support 
Committee.  This committee is key to moving to #12.  Committee members reach out to 
the community and search for deserving families who need adequate housing, oversee the 
anonymous and unbiased selection process, provide education, support and guidance for 
the selected family until they move into their new home.

We need an active Construction Committee before we start construction, scheduling 
volunteers and build days, getting materials, and providing the needed safety briefings 
equipment.  It takes a lot of coordination and work behind the scenes before the 
foundation block is laid or the first nail driven.

Last, we need help on the less glamorous things we do.  While it is nice to have paid staff, 
every dollar we spend for salaries takes away from our mission to BUILD IT!! We need 
office help, income tax preparation and bookkeeping help, warehouse help in the ReStore 
from making the pickup trips, to marking the prices in the items, arranging the displays, 
keeping up with the paperwork, to keeping the area clean and safe.  

We want and invite you to get involved with your community and your Verde Valley 
Habitat for Humanity now.  Come help us BUILD IT!!  Help us help deserving families.

I hope you had a great Thanksgiving and wish you a Blessed Christmas, Holiday Season 
and Happy New Year. 

Cullen A. Hollister
Cullen A. Hollister
VVHFH Board Chair

Cullen A. Holister
Chairman of the Board



LOCAL BUSINESS SUPPORT
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We are fortunate to have the support 
of a number of very important local 
community businesses here at 
Habitat.

Thanks to Alvey Signs for completing 
our show room windows! Check us 
out as you drive by!

We also work with a few other local 
business that are always there for us 
and we encourage your support of 
these businesses.These are Home 
Depot, Food City, and Pro Build in 
Sedona.

FAMILY SELECTION & PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEES

Our committees are growing fast which means we are moving forward. The 
Family Selection Committee is preparing to start the process of evaluating 
prospective families for possible homeownership in the coming year. We are 
always accepting applications, however, we are campaigning now through 
the end of January for as many people as possible to allow us a larger field 
of candidates than we currently have. Our website will tell you what it takes 
to qualify or we are happy to answer your questions at our ReStore.  We 
expect to host several orientations in January and the beginning of February 
that will also provide information and answers to questions. If you know 
anyone that is in need of our help acquiring a safe and affordable home, 
please have them contact us.

Can you qualify for a 
Habitat home?
 
We are accepting applications from now until the 
end of January for our next home build. If you 
would like to inquire please see information on our 
website, call or visit our Restore at (928) 649-6788 
or email us at  info@vvhabitat.org

Alvey Signs Decorate ReStore






